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Charles and Nancy 
The Fun Sail inTo Powell RiveR

A four-year romantic 
adventure trans-
ported Charles and 

Nancy Van Zyl (pro-
nounced “fun sail”) from 
South Africa to Canada 
and Powell River… It 
all began in 2006, when 
Charles went to practice 
in Fort Saint John. Nancy 
and he were just Facebook 
friends back then (al-
though they did date from 
2001-2003).  As his love 
for Canada grew, so did 
the romance with Nancy. 
Visa complications and 
her own Occupational 

Therapist practice made it 
difficult for Nancy to visit 
for extended periods of 
time. And so, “to keep the 

romance going”, Charles 
moved back to South Af-
rica to be with her in 2011. 
He had already applied for 
permanent residency and 
was just six months shy of 
a permanent license.

Charles and Nancy’s 
romance grew in South 
Africa. In the background, 
the immigration process 
continued. Some time 
later, an email from im-
migration was received 
congratulating him on 
completing the process – 
provided his family com-
position hadn’t changed. 
Charles and Nancy got 
married during that year, 
so he had to reapply. Emily 
was born. Reapply. Lukas 
was born. Reapply. Five 
years later, Charles, Nancy, 
Emily, Lukas, and Katryn 
(their dog) – have all im-
migrated to Powell River.

While working in Fort 
Saint John, Charles had 
met Dr. Alan Donkin, 
who used to practice 
in Powell River. When 

looking to come back to 
Canada, Charles contacted 
him to learn more about 
opportunities here. The 
temperate coast of Brit-

ish Columbia had always 
appealed to him. Nancy 
did some online search-
ing to find out more about 
the place, and came upon 
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Charles changed 
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each time Charles, Nancy, Emily, & Lukas Van Zyl



a map of Canada with all 
the cliché characteristics. 
This was the place for hip-
pies, yoga, and old people.

So, why Powell River? 
Even though they discov-
ered that it can be “quite 
a mission” to get to, the 
eclectic mix of people 
here makes for a place of 
great culture. For Nancy, 
the Patricia Theatre and 
the Music Academy were 
major checks on her list. 
A keen saxophonist, she 
loves music.  For Charles, 
there’s no snow to shovel, 
and Powell River is per-
fectly positioned just off 
“the grid”. He enjoys 
relaxing on the ferry ride 
and having the kids out of 
their car seats. And for the 

record: they have missed 
their first ferry.

As soon as they arrived on 
November 27 2014, they 
quickly related to the sense 
of community, healthy 
lifestyle, and creativity 
here. “We’re so lucky”, 
Nancy says, “We know 
many South Africans who 
are struggling. Immigra-
tion is always challenging. 
But for us it’s been really 
great so far.” It feels almost 
too good to be true for 
both of them.

Taking over Bruce Hob-
son’s practice has been 
a smooth transition for 
Charles. “I’ve got big shoes 
to fill”, he says. “In some 
families there are two 

or three generations of 
patients. I am very grateful 
for the opportunity to have 
taken over from Dr Hob-
son. It feels like a perfect fit 
for me.”

 The household is revel-
ing in the welcoming and 
family friendly nature of 
our community. Charles is 
looking forward to work-
ing in Emerg and getting 
more involved with the 
Division. Nancy hopes to 
learn scuba diving and get 
her equivalency in Occu-
pational Therapy. Two-
year-old Emily is learning 
English in addition to 
Afrikaans, and 6-month-
old Lukas is raring to go.

The Van Zyls have landed! 

Bruce Hobson, Grandfather of Triplets!
Babies Logan, Mya, and Cole with parents Kara and Jon Powell
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Dr. Charles Van Zyl  
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