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Premium Hearing Aids 
        $5000

ENTER TO
WIN!

Contest rules 
on website

value

SALT SPRING  778.353.3012
101 - 164 Kings Lane

OAK BAY  250.598.9884
402 - 1990 Fort Street, Victoria

Selene Finlayson 
RHIP/Owner

 nexgenhearing.com

Binaural Directionality™ II 
with Spatial Sense™ 
supports your brain’s  
natural ability to process 
sounds, enabling you to 
 hear with less effort.

Imagine the focus of your 
attention as a beam that you 
project forwards. Speech 
focus enables you to adjust 
the width of this beam so 
words sound clearer.

Direct stereo streaming from 
iPhone, iPad and iPod touch 
without external accessories. 
Now you have the same 
opportunities to connect, 
interact and engage as 
everyone else.

New SureFit™ receivers 
improve listening comfort 
and sound quality.

Introducing the Next 
Generation of hearing.

Today’s hearing aids are as small, comfortable and attractive as 
they are powerful. In fact, most people won’t even notice that you’re 
wearing one. With ReSound LiNX2 you’ll discover the benefits of 
smart hearing that adapts to you and your lifestyle. Now available 
at NexGen Hearing!

Resound LiNX2    The latest in smart hearing

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

•  6 scheduled fl ights daily between Ganges and 
Vancouver Airport

•  Newest, fastest and quietest Seaplane fl eet in Canada
•  Free parking and free shuttle bus to main YVR 

terminal and bus exchange
•  Frequent fl yer discount
•  Charter fl ights available to other destinations, 

including USA.

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

For scheduled flight info please call

1-800-447-3247
or visit our website at

seairseaplanes.com

Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.

Book your fl ight on-line and SAVE $16.00 
on a return trip airfare.

 

 

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

Ganges  Richmond (YVR)

We’re all about the Islands

More daily fl ights home from the mainland

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

MUST BOOK ONLINE 
TO SAVE!

New Super Saver Webfares

New Super Saver Webfares

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes89$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

AS LOW AS
includes 
all fees 
& taxes89$

*selected seats on all fl ights 
between Richmond (YVR) 

and Salt Spring Island.

HEAlTH CArE

Input needed on specialist care
Survey aims to 
streamline services

BY ELIZABETH NOLAN
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Salt Spring residents who 
have travelled off the island 
to receive specialized health 
care are being asked to com-
plete a survey that could help 
improve how such services are 
accessed in the future.

The Effective Access to Spe-
cialists  working group is  a 
joint initiative of SharedCare 
BC and the Salt Spring Chap-
ter of the Division of Rural 
and Remote Family Practice. 
The Shared Care Committee 
is itself a collaborative part-
nership of the B.C. Ministry of 
Health and Doctors of BC. Its 
purpose is to support family 
physicians and specialist phy-
sicians in working together to 
improve the flow of patients 
from primar y to  special ist 
care.

Salt Spring patients who have 

seen a cancer specialist/oncol-
ogist, geriatrician, physiatrist, 
cardiac rehabilitation special-
ist or orthopedic surgeon in the 
past year are asked to fill out a 
survey about their experiences.

“To see a specialist, patients 
on Salt Spring must often trav-
el off island, usually requir-
ing several trips for medical 
appointments and to complete 
tests,” SharedCare notes on 
its website. “There are a small 
number of visiting specialist 
physicians but gaps in services 
remain, and the burden on the 
patient for costs and time to 
travel make accessing special-
ist care difficult.”

Ja n i n e  G ow a n s ,  c h a p t e r 
coordinator for the Salt Spring 
Island Rural and Remote Divi-
sion of Family Practice, said 
the working group collabo-
rated with local physicians to 
create a matrix of around eight 
variables to determine exactly 
which types of specialist care 
to focus on. Impact on mobil-
ity, difficulty of access and 

changeability of appointments 
were some of the variables con-
sidered. 

Gowans said the process 
really breaks down to the sim-
ple question of “Can we put 
people on boats less?” The 
answer might be using educa-
tion and tele-health to avoid 
some off-island appointments 
and perhaps bringing special-
ists to the island in other cases. 

“We’ve got a lot  of  ideas 
about the different modalities 
and how to streamline them,” 
Gowans said. “Hopefully that 
will make service better.” 

Data from the surveys will be 
collated with information the 
EAS group has already gathered 
from two families, who vol-
unteered to allow their entire 
patient journeys to be mapped.

Paper copies  of  the sur-
vey can be found at local GP 
offices. It can also be filled out 
online at surveys.divisionsbc.
ca/EAS-Patient-Survey.aspx. 
The closing date for participa-
tion will be early November.

HouSING

Galiano tackles affordable housing
Draft bylaws 
propose legal 
suites and larger 
cottages

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Galiano Island trust-
ees are moving ahead 
with plans to legalize 
cottages and secondary 
suites to meet the hous-
ing needs of island resi-
dents.

“We are trying to make 
it as easy for the home-
owner as possible,” said 
George Harris, a mem-
ber of the Galiano Island 
Local Trust Committee.

Harris and Galiano 
trustee Sandy Pottle met 
on Oct. 5 to give first and 
second readings to pro-
posed bylaws that will 
enable homeowners 
to offer suites and cot-
tages as rental housing. 
The draft bylaw dealing 

with secondary suites 
will also enable property 
owners to use second-
ary suites as short-term 
vacation rentals.

A  publ ic  hear ing 
on the draft bylaws is 
slated for Nov. 2 at the 
Galiano Community 
Hall. Changes require 
amendments to Galiano 
Island’s land-use bylaw 
and official community 
plan.

Harr is  said  mak-
ing sure islanders can 
access affordable and 
adequate housing was 
a priority following the 
2014 local elections. The 
bylaws are intended to 

offer property owners 
more options to provide 
quality rental housing to 
islanders.

“We’re just moving 
ahead,” he said. “It’s 
really been great. It 
seemed like nothing was 
happening for so long, 
and now we’re getting 
somewhere.”

According to draft 
bylaws 254 and 255, 
homeowners will be 
allowed to construct sec-
ondary suites that occu-
py up to 40 per cent of 
their home’s floor space 
so long as the unit does 
not exceed 640 square 
feet. According to draft 
bylaws 242 and 243, cot-
tages can be up to 750 
square feet and up to 30 
feet in height.

All units must meet 
conditions set out in the 
Capital Regional Dis-
trict’s building bylaw. 
Owners of all secondary 
suites will need to install 
a water catchment cis-

tern with a capacity of at 
least 16,000 litres before 
the unit can be occu-
pied.

Trust staff noted the 
possibility that legal 
STVRs in secondary 
suites could create a 
conflict between lucra-
tive tourism accommo-
dation and stable rental 
housing designed for 
islanders.

“The intent for sec-
ondary suites on Galia-
no Island is to address 
a f f o rd a b l e  h o u s i n g 
either by long-term 
rental or for family 
members,” reads a staff 
report presented at 
the Oct. 5 Galiano LTC 
meeting. “This differs 
from STVRs or visitor 
accommodation as sec-
ondary suites provide 
rentals greater than 30 
days (generally month-
ly) and would provide 
housing for Galiano 
residents and/or family 
members.”

gulf island 
vacations

Salt Spring, Pender, Mayne, Galiano and Saturna are the most 
popular Gulf Islands and offer daily ferries from both Vancouver 
and Victoria. Offering a variety of activities and services to the 
visitor these islands are all well known for their unique character, 
natural beauty and tranquility. Bring your friends and family to 
explore the rocky shores of these islands, kayaking the waters 
between them, or simply browsing through the local craft markets. 

We specialize in helping you to discover all the fun and 
exciting vacation activities that are available, so that you 
will be able to make the most of your time in paradise.

Come and enjoy our island paradise!

gulfislandstourism.com

“We’re just 
moving ahead.” 
GEORGE HARRIS,
Galiano Island Local 
Trust Committee 
member


