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Hometown Store

EVERYTHING MUST GO BY February 
17th,2016! 

REGULAR PRICED FLOOR MODEL MAJOR 
APPLIANCES NOW ON SALE! 

Come visit us at: 
128 Lower Ganges Rd. Salt Spring 

Island, BC 
(250) 537-5596 

HOP ON OUR EBSITE AT WWW SEARS CAS    W   . .

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday – Friday: 9:00am-5:00pm  
Saturday:9:30am-4:00pm  

Add Map pic here! 

Shop on our website at 
www.sears.ca

STORE 
LIQUIDATION!

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon-Fri: 9am - 5pm Sat: 

9:30-4pm

COME VISIT US AT:
128 Lower Ganges Rd., Salt Spring Island, BC 

(250) 537-5596

Everything must go by 
February 17, 2016!

Regular priced 
fl oor model major appliances 

now on sale!

raInwatEr HarVEstInG 

Salt Spring Water Council offers catchment subsidy
Applications now 
being accepted

By SEAN MCINTyRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Island home owners keen 
to tap into the benefits of 
rainwater harvesting are eli-
gible for a new rebate for any 
work undertaken after Nov. 
1, 2015.

“You can use it for barrels, 
piping, pumps, water fixtures 
or to pay for a handyman,” 
said Sharon Bywater, a rain-

water collection proponent 
and Salt Spring Water Council  
member. “This is for people 
who have existing systems 
and would like to grow their 
system and upgrade, or those 
who want to put in a new sys-
tem.”

The Water Council will 
refund up to 25 per cent of 
costs to install or upgrade a 
water catchment system 
valued at up to $250, for a 
maximum possible rebate 
of $62.50. The program is 
possible thanks to $12,000 

in funding from the Capital 
Regional District. Rebates will 
be offered on a first-come 
first-served basis until the 
money has dried up. People 
who are not ready to take the 
plunge but still want to access 
the rebate can reserve a claim 
for up to eight weeks.

Bywater said the program 
partly stems from last year’s 
prolonged summer drought, 
which saw many water dis-
tricts implement stringent 
conservation policies. As the 
winter rains refill water sup-

plies across the island, Bywa-
ter said, now is the time to 
prepare for the prospect of 
another dry spell.

“It’s probably going to be 
our new way of life,” Bywater 
said. “We have to wrap our 
brains around the idea of not 
using quality water for out-
door chores and gardening.”

Bywater uses a series of 
large blue rain barrels placed 
around her yard to gather 
water diverted from the eaves-
troughs at her Maliview Drive 
home. By gradually adding 

capacity and upgrades over 
the years, Bywater’s system 
supplies water to a prolific 
vegetable garden through the 
warm, dry summer months.

“Water catchment is a great 
and relatively simple way to 
take the burden off of our 
lakes,” she said.

Rebate applicants need 
only fill out an application 
form and provide receipts 
and a photo of their project.

The form and further infor-
mation about the program 
is available at www.ssiwater-

council.com, Slegg Lumber, 
Windsor Plywood and the 
Salt Spring PARC office at 
Portlock Park.

“Collecting and storing 
rainwater in our wet season 
for use in the dry summer 
months is a win-win,” said 
Suzan Chamney, the Salt 
Spring Water Council coordi-
nator. “You will get a rebate on 
your costs and help conserve 
our limited drinking water, 
which will also save you 
money on your future water 
bills.”

Unpaved road data needed

ISC members voted 
unanimously to delay the 
process and have the prov-
ince commission a new road 
report. Aston said commit-
tee members are assembling 
a budget proposal that will 
be sent to the Ministry of 
Community, Sport and Cul-
tural Development. Aston 
said he’s unsure how much 
money will be needed to 
complete the task.

Many participants at 
a pair of ICS public meet-
ings in November suggested 
the cost of road construc-
tion and maintenance is 
essential information for an 
informed debate on incor-
poration.

Wayne McIntyre, Salt 
Spring’s CRD director and a 
non-voting member of the 
ISC, called the delay unfor-
tunate.

“Sometimes there’s sur-
prises when dealing with 
something that has so many 
moving parts,” he said. “I’m 
disappointed, but I under-
stand.”

McIntyre said he hopes 
the delay can give MoTI a 
chance to address road 
maintenance liabilities.

Peter Grove, a member 
of Salt Spring’s Local Trust 
Committee, agreed the road 
report is vital to any discus-

sions about incorporation.
“Budgeting to expect to 

spend, as a new municipali-
ty, the same amount on road 
maintenance as has been 
spent over the last few years 
is simply unrealistic,” Grove 
wrote in an email. 

“While there is a require-
ment to compare the 
projected municipality’s 
expenses on an ‘apples to 
apples’ basis, that only 
makes sense if the current 
apples are sustainable . . . 

The proposed assessment 
of our roads will allow us to 
reach our own conclusions.”

Grove said he appreciates 
the commitment of volun-
teers who sit on the ISC. 
Devoting an additional six 
months is not what any of 
the members signed up for, 
he added.

“They have very gen-
erously already given us a 
great deal of their time, and 
now we are asking for more,” 
Grove said. “I hope very 
much that they will stay on, 
and I encourage our com-
munity to show them our 
appreciation.”

The ISC will recommend 
whether or not the province 
should host a referendum 
on Salt Spring’s incorpora-
tion. ISC members will base 
their recommendation on 
whether they’ve offered 
citizens “substantially com-
plete and accurate informa-

tion to make an informed 
decision on incorporation.” 
The committee’s final rec-
ommendation requires 
support from at least two-
thirds of committee mem-
bers.

The decision to hold an 
incorporation referendum 
on Salt Spring rests with 
Peter Fassbender, Minister 
of Community, Sport and 
Cultural Development.

A provincial government 
spokesperson said the min-
istry was aware the roads 
assessment request was 
forthcoming and is consid-
ering the matter. 

Although a road study 
had been provided to the 
ISC in the fall, the ministry 
was told information was 
still missing, said Alec Tully 
in a statement.

“Due to the differences 
in scale of rehabilitation 
costs for paved and gravel/
chip-sealed roads, the Min-
istry of Transportation mea-
sures and records condi-
tion assessments for paved 
roads only,” he wrote. “The 
comparable data for gravel 
and chip-sealed roads con-
stitute the majority of the 
information gap that the 
committee is now seeking 
to address, based in part on 
the intensity of the commu-
nity interest in having this 
information incorporated 
into the final study.”
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HEaltH CarE

New program to support cardiac patients
Salt Spring sessions to 
start Feb. 9

The Effective Access to Spe-
cialist Services project team has 
announced a second health ser-
vice improvement related to its 
research with the introduction 
of the Salt Spring Heart to Heart 
patient education program.

Based on Island Heart to Heart, 
a successful long-running pro-
gram out of Victoria, Salt Spring 
Island Heart to Heart will sup-

port patients who have recent-
ly experienced a heart attack or 
other significant cardiac event. 
Patients and caregivers can attend 
a set of seven lunch-hour sessions 
covering a variety of heart health-
related topics. Sessions are to be 
presented by experts in their fields 
and cover a broad range of top-
ics from heart function to diet, 
exercise, stress management and 
pharmacy. 

The first series begins Tuesday, 
Feb. 9, and the program will run 
a total of three times in 2016, with 

additional sessions beginning 
May 10 and Sept. 13. Patients, or 
their caregivers, who have experi-
enced a significant cardiac event 
in the last six months can contact 
Kirsty Oliveira at KOliveira@divi-
sionsbc.ca to register. 

The program is the result of a 
number of contributions from 
community partners, including 
the Island Heart to Heart team, 
Island Health, the Salt Spring 
Island Public Library and the 
attending presenters. 

The Salt Spring Island Chap-

ter of the Rural and Remote Divi-
sion of Family Practice received 
funding for the Effective Access to 
Specialist Services project through 
the Shared Care Committee, a 
partnership of Doctors of B.C. and 
the B.C. government. The project’s 
goals are to improve access to spe-
cialist care and services while also, 
where possible, reducing the bur-
den of travel for island residents 
in accessing care and support. The 
first service related to the project 
has brought visiting physiatrist 
sessions to Salt Spring.


